April 19, 2019
Dear Parents,
Happy Easter weekend! Please see below for some highlights from our week.
●

On Monday we talked about where we thought Cornflake might have gone on his
adventure last Friday. In case you haven’t heard, Cornflake was safely found in a craft
bin and we were left with a mystery about how he could have possibly ended up in that
bin! We made creative stories about where he might have gone. Then there was a great
idea of an experiment we could run in our classroom to learn more about Cornflake’s
behavior. Throughout the week, we have taken the screen off his tank and read library
books, drew pictures, or wrote silently while we watched to see what Cornflake would do
with the opportunity to escape (we thought he might think he is alone if it is silent in our
room!). Although we do not have a definitive answer of how he got out or where he might
have gone before the craft bin. I love the way your kids are naturally curious to find out
why or how something happened!

●

Throughout the week, we have been in the planning phase of our France buildings. One
of our most pressing challenges has been determining how to construct our buildings to
scale. On Wednesday we committed to finding the dimensions for each (The Eiffel
Tower, Notre Dame, and The Louvre). We were measuring the height of the ceiling in
the hallway, rounding the actual height of each building to the nearest foot, comparing
the heights of each using ratios, and figuring out the difference between a yardstick and
a meter stick. One of my favorite comments from the day was, “I’m sweating from doing
all of this math!” Along with all of that math, our research happened to align with the
tragic fire in Notre Dame. I think it is important to acknowledge current events and
happenings when relevant and appropriate. My hope is that they also see the value in
seeing the connections and staying connected with our world.

●

On Tuesday we were SO excited to receive invitations from our pen pals to visit their
school for a picnic in May! Additional details will be sent home soon.

●

On Thursday we made new buddies with Ms. Katlyn’s class. We chose to teach them
one of our favorite card games, War. I have seen so much growth over the year in your
kids’ ability to teach a younger student a new skill or concept. It is my plan to continue to
provide opportunities, like buddies, so they can continue to practice and strengthen
those skills. Beyond learning the content at a deeper level when teaching others, these
experiences grow patience and cooperation.

●

Also on Thursday, we were lucky to have Maggie’s cousin, Annmarie Chereso, author of
Little Seed’s Journey visit our school! We practiced mindful listening and acknowledged
the challenge of refocusing our wandering minds without judgment. She also read us her
story and left us with a lesson about seeds of intention. As a class we shared what we
intended to grow in our hearts (love, peace, kindness, etc.) and next week we will be
planting our class seeds to watch them grow!

●

With all that we accomplished as a class this week, you may find it hard to believe, but
we also found time to play together :) Spring charades got us up and moving and we
truly enjoyed the warm weather (finally!) during recess.

