Plato Academy: Room 9 Classroom Journal
“Jinx”, Freestanding Structures, and Synonyms..
Dear Families,
This week the children worked together in groups to draw the main
characters in our story, Cricket in Times Square. They used details and character
descriptions from the book. They captured the city swag of Tucker, the plumpness of
Harry, and the musical wings of Chester. We are finishing up some final touches but
Harry the Cat seems ready! The children learned castanets in Spanish dancing,
synonyms, and ovation. Chester the cricket can chirp famous songs like Mama
Belini’s favorite Italian opera song, Torna a Surrento. Our most recently read
chapter, “Jinx”, brought up the example of the Chicago Cubs “jinx” and that “jinx”
was not only when two people say the same word as I learned, “jinx ABC lockdown”,
but also can mean a curse. The children are continuing their chapter illustrations
and captions and really work together in discussing different points of the chapter.
Although this is done independently, it brings up great conversation around the
chapter in our classroom community.

Our independent reading went in an interesting direction when the “The Big
Book of Tell Me Why” was brought to the class and the scholastic art article. Some
children decided to read and write about the interesting painting they read about
and where the word “Halloween” came from.
“In the olden days holly means happy and that’s the hallo part”

Besides informative non-fiction and new vocabulary, the children are practicing
writing detailed summaries of their reading then, presenting and sharing
(“reporting”) this information to their classmates. It allows for them to revisit what
they read twice: when they are writing and then when they are sharing. This is the
current buzz during independent reading and all the children are going to have the
chance to practice this with our new TIME kids magazines this month. They are
excited to be “news reporters” and are practicing the power of print in sharing
information.

Last week’s student lead math problem lead to another student- lead math
challenge this week. One student decided to challenge the class to find the sum of all
the dominos she used to build a house. Before she gave the challenge she solved the
problem herself and then all the children worked in solving the total or sum of the
dots. Some children started to measure the perimeter of the house to find the total
and that brought on a different challenge, to find the perimeter of the domino house.
The children practiced adding with decimals for the perimeter because two of the
sides were not a whole number. Our vocabulary here was perimeter and the
revisiting of decimal and sum. For our STEAM work this week we built structures
with Popsicle sticks and tape and then Popsicle sticks and play dough. The challenge
was for it to be free standing and all the popsicles had to connect at a point.

We continued our buddy work with Ms. Dionysia’s class and our pipe cleaner
challenge. Once the freestanding building was finished the students were challenged
to figure out if and how their building can hold weight. Some children had to
manipulate the pipe cleaners to construct a surface at the top or wrap the pipe
cleaner around the marble and have it as a “balcony” as they described it, for the
marble. Other children were interested in the height of their tower, a “height to
beat” was posted on the board which was 1 ft. and 8 inches or as the children
converted, 20 inches.

We also continued our bridge project with Ms. Alex’s class where the children
continued to practice solving the area of the rectangular bridge base and figuring

out if and how their bride will hold weight. Each group is responsible for the area,
width, length, height, weight, and title of their bridge. Some children even tested
their body weight! The final posters will be posted on our wall in the hallway.
Through cooperative learning the children learn intrapersonal skills in small groups
and exchanging different ideas with one another. They practice accountability for
their individual work and their group work.

Housekeeping:
-The children each received their individual and sibling school pictures in
their backpack.
-Our scholastic class code is RPXFJ
Warmly,
Ms. Bia & Mr. Foti

